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LONG HISTORY OF MISINFORMATION
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1. Tobacco companies falsely denied that they can and do manipulate the level of nicotine in their 
products to create and sustain addiction, and have been since at least 1954.

2. Tobacco companies “falsely denied, distorted and minimized” the link between cigarette 
smoking and disease, even though they internally recognized its existence.

3. Tobacco companies concealed evidence and publicly denied that nicotine is addictive.

4. Tobacco companies “falsely marketed and promoted low-tar and light cigarettes as less harmful” 
than regular cigarettes to keep people smoking and sustain revenues.

5. Tobacco companies internally acknowledged that secondhand smoke is hazardous to 
nonsmokers, yet still gave false and misleading public statements denying the fact.



CURRENT CLIMATE OF DOUBT
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MENTHOL: A CASE STUDY
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FDA RESPONDS TO CITIZEN PETITION
AT LAST 
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1. FDA intends to issue a proposed rule to 
prohibit menthol as a characterizing 
flavor in cigarettes.

2. FDA plans to work with HHS to enlist and 
collaborate with other entities who 
provide support to menthol smokers who 
quit or want to quit as a result of a 
menthol regulation going into effect.



FDA RESPONDS TO CITIZEN PETITION
AT LAST 
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Additionally, the FDA announced that 
it intends to issue a proposed rule to 
prohibit menthol and all other 
characterizing flavors in cigars. 



WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT MENTHOL RULE
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1. Menthol increases initiation, makes it harder to quit, and has been targeted towards 
African Americans and the LGBTQ+ community for decades.

2. Menthol ban would save hundreds of thousands of lives.

3. Proposed Rule would restrict the manufacture and distribution.

4. FDA lacks the authority to regulate use and possession.

5. FDA possesses tools to address illicit sales of tobacco products.

6. The problem of racism in policing and enforcement is real.



BIG TOBACCO’S TALKING POINTS
LIES AND APPROPRIATION
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• Menthol cigarettes are no more harmful than other cigarettes.

• Tobacco use is a matter of personal choice and personal 
responsibility.

• Banning menthol will increase criminalization of African Americans.

• Banning menthol will create illicit market.

• FDA is singling out the preferred product of African Americans.
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LESSONS LEARNED
FOR OTHER PUBLIC HEALTH CONTEXTS
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• Robust public education campaigns are essential.

• Leaders and members of the targeted communities are the best spokespeople to 
rebut misinformation.

• There is a disconnect between how public health professionals carefully describe risk 
and how the sources of misinformation do so.

• Ongoing investment in public health infrastructure and public health education is 
critical to build and maintain trust in the system.
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CONTACT US
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651.290.7506

publichealthlawcenter@mitchellhamline.edu

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

@phealthlawctr

facebook.com/publichealthlawcenter
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